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University Relations in DACH
Creating mutual value 
• University Relations is part of Corporate Social 

Responsibiliby (CSR)  

• Joint activities with universities are mainly driven by 
a large IBM volunteer community (Ambassadors) 
coming from all IBM business units
• Technical focus on AI, Cloud, Systems, Security and 

Quantum
• Activities range from spontaneous talks to regular 

events (e.g. lectures) and even a joint institute (at KIT)

• Activities are focused on IBM Metro Locations
• Leverage neighbourhood distance
• Top technical universities are located here
• Leverage the regional eco-systems

• IBM provides free of charge access to professional 
technology solutions (free software, cloud and 
courseware) through the IBM SkillsBuild for 
Academia (ibm.com/academic)
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Cloud Access

Free access to the IBM 
Cloud and selected 
resources and 
applications, such as 
Data Bases or Watson 
APIs

Courseware

Free access to 
enterprise quality 
courses

Software

Free access to the 
same software used by 
our commercial 
customers leading to 
practical training for 
today’s jobs

IBM SkillsBuild for Academia

IBM Z

Watson Security Blockchain Quantum

Cloud Data ScienceIBM Power

Get started by register with 
your university email 

address at 
ibm.com/academic



Partnerships and Activities (Examples)
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Network of 180 volunteer IBMers

Since 2008: Joint institute (KSRI) with KIT extending CSR activities
• Cooperation in research, teaching and collaborative innovation 
• New tenure track professorship announced in 2025
• Strategic collaboration for generative AI and digital innovations
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Solutioning – Involving clients 

• Joint semester projects

• Student develop prototypes based on client use cases

• The client may also be the university or IBM

• Students get technology access by IBM and finally Credits Points by 
the university plus IBM SkillsBuild certificate

Classroom Learning 

• Classical teaching supported by IBMers and Business Partners

• Typically teaching has a significant hands-on-technology part

• Students receive credit points plus IBM SkillsBuild certificate

• Also: Study Tours to IBM (half/full day technical agenda)

• Students receive SkillsBuild certificate only

Study Tours to IBM (Technical Agenda) $9,6K – 600 students

Subtotal: $34,6K – 2100 students

 

Online Exploring – Involving (marketing) partners

• Individual e-learning courses 

• Students get SkillsBuild credentials

• Promote SkillsBuild e-learning courses thru marketing partners

• Partners can be digital agencies or academic associations (GI?)

SkillsBuild  
courses only 
(e-learnings)

Classroom teaching 
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160-240 hours

120-180 hours

4 – 8 hours

2 – 20 hours

University activities can be grouped into three tiers

Excursions to IBM 
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Swiss watsonx challenge 

➔ In cooperation with University Zurich, FHNW, HSLU and ZHAW

➔ 10 Clients from all industries, ranging from global players (ABB) and 
known finance institutions (Zürcher Kantonalbank) to small-medium 
business (Franke) and NGOs (Wikimedia) or startups (pathmate)

➔ 100 master students

➔ The course runs from February to June, each students get 6 ECTS 
points, which means 180 hours of learning. This is a typical size for 
practical modules taught at universities. They also get a SkillsBuild 
certificate.

➔ Labs and lectures are supported by a team of 12+ IBMers

Winners of 2024 were invited to IBM TechXChange at Las Vegas

Solutioning Example Participating universities

Participating clients



➔ Half/full day events at IBM locations, e.g. Boeblingen, Hamburg, Munich, Zurich

➔ Quantum Student Days in Ehningen

➔ Technical Meetup Events for students

➔ 3 day “Enterprise Class Computing” mainframe workshops on campus

Learning Examples – Excursions and Workshops



➔ As part of their alliance IBM and SAP have a strategic collaboration with Technical University 
of Munich (TUM) for 10+ years, IBM is providing a Power10 server cluster to TUM UCC

➔ The TUM University Competence Center (UCC) currently hosts a curriculum that has become a 
standard in SAP university education, i.e. used in 21 countries by 2700 professors at 450+ 
universities to educate 80.000 students p.a. 

➔ TUM/IBM team works to include watsonx modules into the curriculum (ca. 6 ECTS, 100hours 
hands-on per student per semester)

➔ TUM internal course finished in February, international pilot course with 10 faculties and 300 
students to start in the summer term

Coming soon: Learning GenAI - together with TUM and SAP
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Featured Exploring Offerings: ibm.biz/course-catalog.
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Featured Exploring Offerings: ibm.biz/course-catalog.
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Featured Exploring Offerings: ibm.biz/course-catalog.



12

Featured Exploring Offerings: ibm.biz/course-catalog.
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https://quantum.cloud.ibm.com



IBM Quantum © 2022 IBM Corporation

https://quantum.cloud.ibm.com

Example: Qiskit Learning Path



ibm.com/academic
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